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SPECIAL EDITION
Grower’s Cotton Pre Plant Seminar

The attached flyer contains the agenda for this year’s Cotton Pre Plant Seminar program.
We want to make certain that every cotton producer in the LRGV will come out to listen
for the latest in technological information regarding cotton production in the LRGV.

Corn and grain sorghum plantings began in the last few days and will likely continue,
weather permitting. No cotton can legally be planted before February 1. We would
recommend that no cotton be planted before the middle of February. Ideally, we would
like to see all of the cotton planted in as narrow a time frame as possible. The
compactness of the planting window will spread boll weevils in the area around uniformly
on fields. Also, if all fields were to be planted in a narrow and uniform time window, all
fields could end the season together and thus prevent such massive weevil populations
from destroying the late fields, because there would not be any “late” fields. Planting
uniformity also would lend itself to more uniform stalk destruction at the end of the
season and further limit boll weevil population increases and escapes to “overwintered”
habitat.
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Boll weevil traps being deployed by individual growers around the LRGV have
indicated a mixed bag of weevils with one report indicating as many as 12 weevils per
trap average over several traps in an area. Consistently warmer weather will likely find
more weevils moving around the LRGV. Be prepared to use overwintered weevil sprays
where either history or current weevil trapping indicates that weevils are active. Well
timed overwintered weevil treatments can be very effective in reducing weevil egg laying
in the earliest of squares and thus significantly delay boll weevil increases later in the
season.

John W. Norman, Jr.
Ext. Agent-Entomology (PM)
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THE INFORMATION GIVEN HEREIN IS FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. REFERENCES TO
COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS OR TRADE NAMES ARE MADE WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT NO
DISCRIMINATION IS INTENDED AND NO ENDORSEMENT BY THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
IS IMPLIED.

PEST CAST

Educational programs conducted by the Texas Agricultural Extension Service serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
The Texas A&MN University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.




COTTON PRE-PLANT SEMINAR

&

Annual Membership Meeting of the
Cotton and Grain Producers of the Rio Grande Valley

Thursday, January 30, 2003

Hoblitzelle Auditorium, A&M Research & Extension Center, Weslaco
8:00- 8:30 Registration (free of charge)

Program begins at 8:30 a.m., concludes around 3:30

3 hours of TDA CEU’s available

Program Topics

& Cotton Varieties & Cotton Blue Book
John Norman, Extension Cotton IPM Entomologist, Weslaco
& Herbicides, Irrigation and Fertility
Charles Stichler, Extension Agronomist, Uvalde
& Cotton Market Situation and Outlook
John Robinson, Extension Economist, Weslaco
& Update on Boll Weevil Eradication Program in Texas
Charles Allen, Program Director, Texas Boll Weevil Eradication
Foundation, Abilene

Lunch Sponsored by our Allied Industry Partners

Annual Membership Meeting of the Cotton and Grain Producers of the Rio Grande Valley

Sam Simmons, President

& Chemical Stalk Destruction and Aphid Study
John Norman, Extension Cotton IPM Entomologist, Weslaco
& TDA Update: L&R, Stalk Destruction Program, Water Assistance Funds
Steve Bearden, Valley Regional Director, San Juan
& Irrigation Supply Forecast
Carlos Rubenstein, Rio Grande Watermaster, Harlingen
& Water Situation on the Political Front
Wayne Halbert, Harlingen Irrigation District, Harlingen

Persons with special needs are requested to call 800-638-8239 in advance so these may be addressed.



