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GENERAL SITUATION: This was another hot and dry week.
Temperatures were in the upper 90's during the day and upper 70's and low 80's at
night. The next ten days or so are predicted to be just like this week. Some of the
western most crops were being hurt by the droughty conditions, but the other areas
were doing ok. That is not to say that rain would not be welcome, because it would.
No one would turn down a 1-4 inch rain right now. But, the deep soil moisture has
held the crops in good stead, so far. No signs of the kind of drought which killed
cotton and grain sorghum by mid-May, 2002, have been witnessed to date in most
areas of the LRGV. We still have some time left before the crops will stop
progressing and reach the kind of scenario experienced last year. Insect activity
increased.

More Weevils

Boll weevils increased in both numbers and fields infested this week.
Punctured square counts ranged from 0 to 6 per 100 plants. Some
insecticide treatments for in-season weevils were initiated late last week
in a few fields. 

Budworms Join Bollworms

    Bollworms and tobacco budworms were reported in scattered fields this week.
Egg-carrying moths of both species were observed in a few fields in Cameron
county and could be in other counties as well. Worm counts ranged 0 to 2 per 100
plants. Egg counts ranged from 0 to 4 per 100 plants.

Spider Mites Like Dry Weather

    Several reports of spider mites being sprayed in a few fields was received this
week. Spider mites were observed in scattered fields in all Cameron, Hidalgo and
Willacy counties this week in very low numbers in most fields. Most of the
infestations reported were near field margins, but in some situations they required
treating. Mites could continue to increase should the current hot and dry weather
pattern remain in place for the next several weeks. Rainfall now would help alleviate
some of the mite problem.

Aphids Still in Cotton

    Aphids were light in most fields, but did appear to be increasing in some fields.
Beneficial insects and spiders were present in all fields observed this week, but
fields which already have been sprayed for in-season boll weevils need to be
watched carefully for increasing aphids and spider mites. 



PEST CAST continued Page 2

Cotton Heat Unit Accumulation Table
Planting Accum. Planting Accum.
Dates H.U. Dates H.U.
2/15-----------1172 3/15-----------1007
3/01-----------1139 4/01-----------853

*******************************************************
THE INFORMATION GIVEN HEREIN IS FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES
ONLY. REFERENCES TO COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS OR TRADE NAMES
ARE MADE WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT NO DISCRIMINATION IS
INTENDED AND NO ENDORSEMENT BY THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
SERVICE IS IMPLIED.

Fleahoppers Lower, but Still Present

    Cotton fleahoppers remained on the scene in many
fields this week. Most counts reported were of low
numbers ranging from 0 to 5 per 100 plants. Scattered
fields reportedly had much higher counts.

No Midge Reports, yet.

Sorghum midge were not reported this
week. However, with so many fields having
completed bloom and many others to follow
shortly, sorghum growers are encouraged to
monitored their fields which may bloom

within the next two to three weeks very carefully.
Midge likely will increase in number towards the end of
this month and their field populations could become
economic rapidly.



Rio Farms, Inc.

Trap Line Data - 2003 - Boll Weevils per trap per day

Trap Lines May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27

Taco Baja n/a n/a

Edinburg Area

KURV 0.02 0.00

Hans 0.00 0.00

Fike Home 0.00 0.00

Hill 0.02 0.00

Bobby 0.10 0.02

Seminary Rd. 0.24 0.07

Delta Area

L V-N. Sugar Mill 0.00 0.00

La Sara 0.19 0.00

MA North 0.60 0.10

MA S. West 0.12 0.05

Hargil 0.43 0.02

DL South 0.64 0.07

KSOX - E. DL 0.07 0.00

Raymondville Area

Ray West 0.26 0.10

Ray East 0.00 0.00

Southmost Area

Florida 0.50 0.60

Docberry 3.74 1.88

Alaska 0.19 0.10

Arkansas 0.52 0.02

S. Oklahoma 0.24 0.00

Santa Rosa Area

Peterman 0.00 0.00

Santa Rosa 0.00 0.00

Dillan 0.00 0.00

River 0.08 0.00



Rio Farms, Inc.
Trap Line Data - 2003 - Boll Weevils per trap per day

Trap Lines May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27

Progreso Area

Nogales 1.28 0.40

Las Palomas 0.39 0.05

Santa Anna 0.56 0.00

Las Milpas 0.14 0.00

Progreso Gin 0.14 0.02

Bridge 0.31 0.02

Sebastian Area

Armandice 0.00 0.00

Santa Rosa Lake 0.00 0.00

Rio Hondo Area

Airport 0.00 0.00

Parker Rd. 0.17 0.00

Paredes Line Rd. 0.00 0.00

777 0.02 0.00

Mercedes Area

Valley Acres Lake 1.69 0.43

SRS - HQ 0.52 0.23

Ross 0.79 0.12

Rangerville Area

Turner Rd. -- -- -- -- --

Tanimachi     -- -- -- -- --

Chinaberry Rd.     -- -- -- -- --

McCook Area

Davis -- --

Citrico 0.19 0.12

Wells 0.31 0.19

Starr County

Starrco 0.02 0.00

La Casita 0.00 0.00

Los Puertos 0.00 0.00


