
Educational programs conducted by the Texas Agricultural Extension Service serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.

The Texas A&MN University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.

PE
ST

 C
AS

T
PE

ST
 C

AS
T

Jo
hn

 W
. 

N
or

m
an

, 
Jr

.
E

xt
en

si
on

 A
ge

nt
-E

nt
om

ol
og

y 
(P

M
)

T
he

 I
nt

eg
ra

te
d 

P
es

t M
an

ag
em

en
t (

IP
M

) 
N

ew
sl

et
te

r
fo

r 
th

e 
R

ow
 C

ro
ps

 in
 th

e 
L

ow
er

 R
io

 G
ra

nd
e 

V
al

le
y

24
01

 E
as

t 
H

ig
hw

ay
 8

3
W

es
la

co
, 

T
ex

as
 7

85
96

T
el

ep
ho

ne
 (

95
6 

)9
68

-5
58

1
F

ax
 (

95
6)

 9
69

-5
63

9
W

eb
Si

te
: 

ht
tp

:/
/e

nt
ow

w
w

.t
am

u.
ed

u
T

P
M

A
 N

ew
sl

et
te

r 
W

eb
si

te
: 

w
w

w
.t

pm
a.

or
g

D
is

tr
ic

t 
12

 W
eb

si
te

: 
 h

tt
p:

//a
gf

ac
ts

.ta
m

u.
ed

u/
D

12
 

 

Volume XXVII No. 14 June 21, 2002

Nation’s First Bale Picked, Sorghum Harvest Begins

GENERAL SITUATION:  Extremely hot with temperatures in the upper 90's
and low 100's this week. Some scattered showers fell in the eastern and north
central parts of the area. The Rodriguez Brothers’ farm picked the nation’s first
bale of the 2002 season from a relatively new variety, Texas Originator Cotton
Seed’s Texas 295 which was planted on February 19. The bale had the following
fiber qualities: Micronaire: 4.5, staple: 36, strength: 29.8 and uniformity: 83.
Grain sorghum combines were beginning to run in a few fields this week. Summer
is finally here based on heat and field activities! Insect activity was diverse, but
not severe anywhere.

Cotton Harvest Will Begin mid July

Even though the first bale of cotton was harvested recently, harvesting
won’t really begin until about the middle of July and then likely will
peak faster than normal this year due to the season’s hot and dry
weather conditions. A large portion of the dryland fields likely will not

be harvested and the irrigated cotton fields have been pushing faster to maturity
in some situations than would ordinarily be seen. The hot temperatures have
caused many irrigated fields to push blooms right to the tops of the plants despite
apparent adequate water. It was not uncommon to observe many irrigated fields
with only 3 to 5 nodes above white flower this week. This whole cotton crop
appears headed to an earlier than normal finish.

Boll Weevils Keep On Puncturing

    Boll weevils were being found in more fields and in some situations required
decreased intervals for insecticide applications to maintain control. Punctured
square counts ranged from 0 to 25 per 100 plants this week. A few fields which
have had traditional weevil problems had not shown any weevil activity this week
and other, less notorious weevil problem fields had weevil damage requiring
routine field spraying. Despite the apparent earliness of the cotton crop, this
weevil season is far from over. Fields which had properly timed overwintered
weevil treatments have had far fewer problems than nearby fields which had either
no overwintered weevil control or improperly timed actions.

Bollworm Moths Flying

    Bollworm moths were in high numbers in a few fields in Willacy county this
week. Egg counts were very low, however. Female moths will eventually lay eggs
and fields need to be monitored closely for increasing eggs and possibly increased
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Cotton Heat Unit Accumulation Table
Planting Accum. Planting Accum.
Dates H.U. Dates H.U.
2/15-----------2177 3/15-----------2020
3/01-----------2097 4/01-----------1783

*******************************************************
THE INFORMATION GIVEN HEREIN IS FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES
ONLY. REFERENCES TO COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS OR TRADE NAMES
ARE MADE WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT NO DISCRIMINATION IS
INTENDED AND NO ENDORSEMENT BY THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
SERVICE IS IMPLIED.

small worm counts. The high heat could help keep eggs
from hatching, but don’t count on it. Check the fields.
Other area fields had only small numbers of moths
observed and egg counts were low, also. Worm counts
ranged from 0 to 6 per 100 plants.

Beet Armyworms In Some Fields

    Beet armyworms were reported from a couple of
fields in southern Cameron county this week.
Insecticide treatments were made in those fields, but no
other fields around the LRGV had any reported beet
armyworm activity. 

Cotton Fleahoppers Counts Remain High

    Cotton fleahopper numbers remained very high in
some fields this week. Counts in excess of 50 adults and
nymphs per 100 plants were common. Fortunately, the
current high counts were not present in the early part of
the season. There are a few fields which have just begun
to square. Yeah, they are extremely late, and will need
to be checked frequently for fleahoppers now, if there is
any hope of setting fruit this year.

Midge Zapping Yellow Blooms

Sorghum midge still were of concern in a
few fields around the LRGV this week.
Counts of midge ranged from 0 to 3 per head
in scattered fields. Later planted fields (those
planted in late March and April) will be or

have just started blooming and could be vulnerable to
economic levels of midge. We had one report of heavy
midge in some late planted sorghum fields in the Rio
Bravo area of Mexico this week.   Remember, if
sorghum field(s) are at 20-25% bloom stage (yellow
colored blooms) and midge are numbering 1-2 midge per
head on an average of 100 heads checked randomly
across the field(s), then insecticide will be warranted.
Not treating for economic levels of midge will allow the
midge to possibly destroy 100% of the grain in the
fields. Treating for economic levels of midge will not be
cheap, but less money will be lost by spraying for midge
than not spraying and losing the majority of the grain.

Headworms on Top

    Sorghum headworms (corn earworms and sorghum
webworms) were observed, but in extremely low
numbers this week. Headworms counts ranged from 0 in
most fields to less than 1 per head in any field checked
this week. The LRGV’s history with headworms is that
we usually do not have problems with them. The fact
that no two years are alike should be enough warning
that fields should be checked anyway. Unless an average
of 2 or more worms per head are found, no insecticide
treatment likely will be needed.


